CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT
THE FACTS

OVER 396,000 REPORTS

In one year alone there were more than 396,000 reports

made to child protection authorities in Australia.

168,612 CHILDREN RECEIVING a2
GHILD PROTECTION SERVIGES

One in 35 children received child protection services,
and nearly three quarters (72%) of these children were
repeat clients.
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EMOTIONAL ABUSE

was the most common
primary type of abuse
experienced by children.
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CHILDREN UNDER 12 MONTHS

were most likely to suffer
abuse or neglect.
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breakdown by state

VIC 17,245 NT 1,744
QLD 5,884 TA 702
WA 4530 ACT 277
SA 1,649

*Excludes NSW, which provided limited data.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children remain

8X MORE LIKELY

to have received child
protection services.

Source: The Act for Kids study surveyed 1,004 Australians over 18 years of age. Conducted as a National Representative (NatRep) survey.
Australia

Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2018. Child protection Aust

2017-18. Child welfare series no. 70. Cat. No. CWS 65. Canberra: AIHW



